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Introduction (’{

Applied Learning (ApL) is a valued senior secondary elective
subject which complements other senior secondary subjects to form
a flexible subject combination that helps enrich students’ subject
choices and cater for learner diversity, providing broad and balanced
learning experiences for students. ApL focuses on practical learning
elements linked to vocational and professional fields with dual
emphasis on theory and practice. It develops students’ knowledge,
generic skills, proper values and attitudes through simulated or
authentic contexts, as well as deepens students’ understanding
of vocational and professional education and training (VPET),
preparing them for further studies and work in future.

ApL covers six Areas of Studies, namely Creative Studies; Media
and Communication; Business, Management and Law; Services;
Applied Science; and Engineering and Production. In addition,
Applied Learning Chinese (for non-Chinese speaking students)
(ApL(C)) is provided exclusively for non-Chinese speaking (NCS)
students meeting specified circumstances’. It aims to provide these
students with different simulated applied learning contexts, which

(2027-29 Cohort)

helps them build a foundation for using Chinese in the workplace
and obtain an alternative Chinese language qualification? to prepare
for further studies and career pursuits.

The duration of each ApL course (except ApL(C)) is 180 contact
hours, generally spanning two school years at the senior secondary
level, commencing either at Secondary 4 (S4) (complete at
Secondary 5 (S5)) or S5 (complete at Secondary 6 (S6)). The
duration of each ApL(C) course is 270 contact hours, spanning S4
to S6.

Regarding the 2027-29 cohort, i.e. the cohort of students sitting the
2029 Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination
(HKDSE), the Education Bureau (EDB) has already approved a
total of 55 ApL courses for schools and students, including three
ApL(Vocational English)(ApL(VocE)) courses and three ApL(C)
courses. Please refer to the course list for details.

1. Students who have learned Chinese Language for less than six years while receiving primary and secondary education; or students who have learned Chinese Language for six
years or more in schools, but have been taught an adapted and simpler Chinese Language curriculum not normally applicable to the majority of students in local schools.

2. For the purpose of admission to post-secondary education programmes, ApL(C) is in general accepted as an alternative Chinese Language qualification, but it is not considered an

elective subject.
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Application for ApL Courses

Students must apply through their schools. In general, each
student can take a maximum of TWO ApL courses throughout
his/her studies at the senior secondary level (NCS students
meeting specified circumstances can in addition take one
ApL(C) course). For the implementation details of ApL courses
(2027-29 Cohort, 2029 HKDSE), please refer to EDBCM No.
49/2026. Teachers, students and parents may also visit EDB
website (www.edb.gov.hk/apl/en) to obtain relevant information
of ApL.

Quality Assurance Mechanism

EDB has institutionalised an ApL quality assurance mechanism
involving the Curriculum Development Council Committee on
ApL, the Hong Kong Council for Accreditation of Academic and
Vocational Qualifications, and the Hong Kong Examinations
and Assessment Authority (HKEAA) to ensure that courses are
developed according to the design principles; the curriculum is
delivered as designed; and the learning outcomes of students
can meet the set standards.

Assessment and Attendance Requirement

ApL courses are Category B subjects of the HKDSE and there
is no public examination for ApL subjects. The assessment
of each ApL subject comprises six to ten tasks undertaken
within the period of study. Course providers will conduct the
assessments of their respective ApL subjects while the HKEAA
is responsible for moderation of the assessment results
submitted by the course providers. After moderation, the
results of “Attained” or above will be recorded on the HKDSE
certificate. Students taking ApL courses are required to
attend lessons (e.g. lecture and e-learning) and other learning
activities (e.g. application and practice activities, site visits
and project learning) arranged by the course providers. The
attendance rate of ApL courses has to reach at least 80% of
the total contact hours.

Reporting of Performance and Recognition

The results for students’ performance in ApL subjects (except
for ApL(C)) are reported in three levels, namely, “Attained”,
“Attained with Distinction (I)” and “Attained with Distinction
(In”. Performance of “Attained with Distinction (1)" is deemed
comparable to Level 3 of Category A subjects of the HKDSE;
and “Attained with Distinction (ll)” is deemed comparable
to Level 4 or above of Category A subjects of the HKDSE.

As for ApL(C), students’ performance is reported in two
levels as “Attained” and “Attained with Distinction”. For all
ApL subjects, students with performance below the standard of
“Attained”, or whose attendance rates are below 80%, will be
designated as “Unattained” and the results will not be reported
on the HKDSE certificate.

In addition to the HKDSE qualification, students

who have successfully completed ApL courses

that are registered in the Qualifications Register

(as certificate programmes at Qualifications

Framework (QF) Level 3) will obtain QF

certificates issued by the course providers. Details are available

at the Qualifications Register website (www.hkqr.gov.hk).
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Further Studies and Employment

Student admission in post-secondary institutions has followed
the principle of institutional autonomy. For further studies in
undergraduate programmes, institutions value the learning
experiences that students acquire in ApL. ApL subjects are
recognised as elective subjects, or considered for award of
extra bonus or as additional information, varying by individual
institutions, faculties or programmes. For further studies in
sub-degree programmes, the minimum entrance requirements
for Associate Degree or Higher Diploma Programmes are
Level 2 in five HKDSE subjects (including Chinese Language
and English Language), applicants may use results of
ApL subjects in this connection. As for ApL(C), currently,
University Grants Committee-funded universities and most
post-secondary institutions accept ApL(C) as an [
alternative qualification in Chinese Language for

the admission of NCS students, with “Attained”

as the minimum grade required. For details, "
please refer to the relevant websites of individual O
institutions or EDB website
(www.edb.gov.hk/apl/en/quality-assurance-and-recognition).

For employment, the Civil Service Bureau E' .
(CSB) accepts students’ ApL results in the :
HKDSE (including “Attained” and “Attained

with Distinction”, up to a maximum of two ApL

subjects) in civil service appointments. For

details, please refer to the CSB website
(www.csb.gov.hk/english/info/2170.html).

The CSB also accepts “Attained” and “Attained E'-"-E.;_,'..:E
with Distinction” in ApL(C) as meeting the rr
Chinese language proficiency requirements of gy
relevant civil service ranks. For details, please E&._,,_
also refer to the CSB website
(www.csb.gov.hk/english/admin/appoint/35.html).
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List of Applied Learning Courses (2027-29 Cohort; 2029 HKDSE)

English) — English for Service
Professionals

BB AR BERTE i ARG B RS
Area of Studies Course Cluster Subject Code Course Course Provider Medium of Instruction
1. XElE&SE —
736 Cultural and Creative VTC Chir?;i?rgéig lish
Product Design
et 676 2. BERERERE . FRX BB )
Design Studies Fashion Image Design VviC Chinese or English
3. EREEIHEMRE e
668 Interior and Event Spatial VTC Chi:zse—orgénglish
=y Design
{i} 4. BESBEHRBERE I
' A'/’ 669 CEmELIEEEmE A viC Chinese or English
Animation Design
RIEEE
Creative g 5. BISEERETRAUE _
Studies Miinetld 707 Digital Comic Design and HKU (SPACE) o XERSL
edia Arts Production inese or Englis
6. AT SR E 2254
710 Popular Music Production HKCT Chinese
7. BEUIFRGE — FIRE iy
599 Taking a Chance HKAPA Chinese
FREEM GlLe T
performing Arts 8. FIBBNA - IR e
677 The Essentials of HKAPA Chinese
Theatre Arts
9. HIBIEIRREARE o
711 Digital Media and Radio HKU (SPACE) EF‘XEES&X )
T EIEEEEES BrociEien Chinese or English
Films, TV and
Broadcasting Studies 202 10, BEBUE VTG A B
Film Production Chinese or English
1. SES FRAX B
718 Digital Advertising HKU (SPACE) Chinese or English
PRSI EERAAHRR R 12. ZIRREH= A FRX B
Media Production 719 Multimedia Storytelling HKBU (SCE) Chinese or English
and Public Relations
.
13. ARAR Z1ERE{HE A YR Y
708 PR and Multimedia HKCT ChineSe—Or Engllsh
e Communication
Media and
Communication 14. EFREZE (BERE) — *
EXER Eg
715 Applied Learning VTC English
(Vocational English) —
English Communication
e 15. ER2E (HERE) — =
SR = = =
Fop s
guag 723 Applied Learning HKCT English
Culture (Vocational English) -
English for Business Services
16. EFEE (B¥EXRE) — *
PRISE B EREE E3°4
716 Applied Learning (Vocational HKU (SPACE) English

2E4S S g HERES g IR B s
Area of Studies Course Cluster Subject Code Course Course Provider Medium of Instruction
17. plE A ES'
746 English for the Creative UOWCHK English
ZE Rt Industries
Language and
Culture 18. R HRER AL S
HEe D = XK HEE
Media and 732 Everyday Japanese and HKU (SPACE) Chinese and Japanese
Communication Japanese Culture
Bt Rem 744 19. FETEE VTG AR EEE L
Accounting and Finance Accounting in Action Chinese or English
20. \TEREFER—m 88 FRSCE BT
693 Al Application in HKIT Chinese or English
Business Data
21. BlFrEERIZE 5
734 e ey HKU (SPACE) | g8
BML Entrepreneurship
[
Business ;udies 730 22. EREFHE AP HKU (SPACE) ARMER
R Introduction to Fintech Chinese or English
RoER
Business, o = S
N 23. BREMHSBRENR s
and Law 740 ATEEE UOWGCHK Chimas 9; ish
KOL Marketing and Inese or Englis
Generative Al
24, IRHRE 23574
737 Modern Logistics Studies UOWCHK Chinese
Sy 25. BERAHEETE =
prEda . AR EEE
Legal Studies 672 ety [HrieE e HKBU (SCE) Chinese or English
Hong Kong
26. & S R NIk NE & 38 PR B
. 688 Patisserie and Café HKCT Chinese or English
RERBREE Operations g
Food Services
and Management 27 R A EEUE Y
AXNEAER E
616 Western Cuisine vre Chinese or English
28. 115 8 B AR 5 oy
709 Airport Operations and HKCT Chi:zsjg%zryé? lish
RIFARTE Services g
@@ Hospitality Services
o0 20, JEIE T N ES
@ 615 Hotel Operations vic Chinese or English
o 30. AR IEE
Services . 4 .
704 Child Care and CICE Chi:ziﬁfféﬁz i
Development 9
B8 A Rt =B % 2=
Personal and e VTC FASZEY L
665 Child Care and . .
Community Services B Chinese or English
2. REtERENZE Yy
747 Elderly Community Care and TWC Chinese

Support

BEE g HERTE iz ARG B | mREE
Area of Studies Course Cluster Subject Code Course Course Provider Medium of Instruction
fE A Kiit &R 75 33. ERBEMR iy
Persoqal and . 610 Fundamental CICE Chinese
o Community Services Cosmetology
Services
. 34.1R1% « HEREA—IRIE
B e S ARS X
En\/SqunmentaI 745 ESG - Environmental UOWCHK Chinese or English
Conce Assessment
y 35. REFIR R EE 5=
RYFIE RIS
o Sci;ce 735 Eoo‘.j Technology and VI Chinese or English
utrition
36. FREZZEEA B Yy
592 Foundation in Chinese HKU (SPACE) Chinese
Medicine
37. {REREIEE TS FRAXC Bl ST
618 Health Care Practice CICE Chinese or English
f i 38. BHE{LERRL
fERERRETE : Eafie Y
.& Medical Science 660 sl et iy HKUSPACE) | e
R and Health Care 1
Ap_plied
Science 741 39. EEMFEIE R ER VTG FAXC B3R
Pet Care and Grooming Chinese or English
40. BRFEIEE TS k3
v FRXERR
713 Rehapllltatlon Care CICE Chinese or English
Practice
IR 41. BERDESR AR B
Psychology 691 Practical Psychology HKBU (SCE) Chinese or English
42. BE) R RSB RERIR # %K
674 Exercise and Fitness HKCT Chi:’;sjggoﬁrgégglish
. Coachin
L) "o
Sports
43, EENFIE KRS ERE # BT
627 Exercise Science and HKBU (SCE) Chinese or English
Health Fitness
44, B HEBIRSIREE VTC AR
A TR TS 27 Digital Construction Chinese or English
Civil, Electrical and
Mechanical Engineering 45. BHERBEEETRR By
683 Electrical and Energy viC Chinese or English
Engineering
— 46. \ T AR HKU (SPACE RSB
IREREE 722 Al and Robotics ( ) Chinese or English
Engineering
d —— - e
. BRI 738 a7 8RS HKCT ARMEEY
Information Engineering Cybersecurity Chinese or English
48. EERPHREAETE FR R
714 eSports Technology and HKU (SPACE) Chinese or English
Management

BB SRAZHER) RERTE iz ARG B BREE
Area of Studies Course Cluster Subject Code Course NOTE! Course Provider Medium of Instruction
H T2 49. EHFHIAER PR BT
Information Engineering 706 Tech Basics HKBU (SCE) Chinese or English
50. fifjZeER HKU (SPACE FRSZ B3R
P 640 Aviation Studies U (SPACE) Chinese or English
TI%z o .
e RBIR 598 51. 4Hipae eT T
e Services Engineering Railway Studies Chinese or English
Production
52. A HEE 22T £
742 UAV and Low-altitude UOWCHK Chinooe e
Economy
700 Chinese in Practical HKBU (SCE) Chinese
Context
FEREBE R
(FFEEEEEAEA ) 54. (&Y W 3L
Applled Learning Chinese 743 Communicative Chinese HKU (SPACE) Chinese
(for non-Chinese speaking students)
55. RIS * AL
699 Practical Chinese HKCT Chinese
3 NOTE 1

BREEPBCEERIN > BERINEREHKNERERZM In addition to the HKDSE qualification, students who have successfully
HIFEREZERE (BRNEREBE=-MEERTE) g completed ApL courses that are registered in the Qualifications Register (as
PRI MEEIER S FRBNE - FRBBhEERE certificate programmes at Qualifications Framework (QF) Level 3) will obtain
WS REE SN MEREBE (2xE) aim  QF certificates issued by the course providers. Applied Learning Chinese
R R AR A — 4T TS A T R AL o (% IE B372 (for non-Chinese speaking students) (ApL(C)) is pegged at QF Level 1 to
ig;%ﬁiifﬁTff;g}*}zﬁu;Eggﬁ;%fgég; Level 3, and Applied Learning (Vocational English) (ApL(VocE)) at QF Level
7 H ; g S ﬁ:"' \ ki el ari 2 to Level 3. Students taking ApL(C)/ApL(VocE) will obtain the respective
SR SERREIEMUSRRREMRIEAEES EISE  oF certificate(s) issued by the course providers upon meeting the STk

BIMRBRBEE - FRRRRARERER assessment and attendance requirements of different QF levels of Eﬁ",ﬂ :
(www.hkgr.gov.hk) e &] the courses. Details are available at the Qualifications Register # .“';;ii"i—[
website (www.hkgr.gov.hk). [CEA 55

A BERTEE—@E A, ERARE - A For courses marked with “A”, only one course could be taken by a student.
* BHEOAMEE—E T* | iERHER - * For courses marked with “3%”, only one course could be taken by a student.
# BRI —ERRRER R R AEE—E ¥, SRR # Egrtgsgr:ss; ;;Tg:n\;vnth #”, only one course in the course cluster could

2 H ggﬁ_ r ,_\_\ ‘é Z o -' [7—l}
, gigﬂﬂ;:_ﬂﬂ F,J #ia_’ﬂ'] 5&:, B For courses marked with “m”, only one course could be taken by a student.
S BAARMEE—@E "+, BRARE - < For courses marked with “<”, only one course could be taken by a student.
2= NOTE 2

RFEHE4E1E Course Provider

CICE EItEER Caritas Institute of Community Education

HKAPA HRBEZR The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts

HKBU (SCE) EERGARBIHEHEEMR School of Continuing Education, Hong Kong Baptist University

HKCT EEBEEBER Hong Kong College of Technology

HKIT FEREE FER Hong Kong Institute of Technology

HKU (SPACE) BAKBELEEBR School of Professional and Continuing Education, The University of Hong Kong

TWC RELRR Tung Wah College

UOWCHK FRRMREZBMR UOW College Hong Kong

VTC ES(FrIS) Vocational Training Council
firisE REMARK

Students in aided secondary schools (including special schools with senior
secondary classes), government secondary schools, caput schools and Direct
Subsidy Scheme secondary schools studying the senior secondary curriculum
prepared by the Curriculum Development Council and published for use in schools
by the Education Bureau (EDB) will be fully subsidised by EDB to take ApL courses.

TEEPPE (BIERESTIREHRER)  BIH
B B ERE BT EIPMEEHRERE
AEFTRE LB R AT ZSPRENEE - i$EH
BREHEBRREER -




